
 MANAGEMENT OF INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES OF PEI 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scotch Broom 
Cytisus scoparius 

 CONCERN 

Once Scotch broom is established in an area it can be very hard 

to eradicate. It forms dense stands and displaces native species. 

Scotch broom spreads mainly by seed. Once a Scotch broom 

plant is mature (3-4 years) it will produce thousands of flowers 

and as many as 18,000 seeds annually. Scotch broom seeds are 

contained  within pods that ‘explode’ when mature, dispersing 

seeds to the  surrounding soil. Individuals can live for up to 30 

years and seeds can remain viable in the soil for up to 30 years.  

Scotch broom hosts nitrogen-fixing bacteria in its roots. The 

added nitrogen in the soil helps it to grow, outcompete native species and establish 

itself on disturbed or poor soils.  

CONTROL METHODS 

DIGGING OR PULLING 

Digging is a labour intensive method for removing 

Scotch broom, therefore it may not be the best 

option for large-scale infestations. Shovels or 

weed wrenches can be used to remove as much of 

the plant and root system as possible.  Any 

digging of Scotch broom should occur before the 

plant goes to seed, to prevent further spread.  As 

much of the root should be removed as possible, to 

prevent shoots from growing. Digging will disturb 

the soil and promote germination from the seed 

bank, making site monitoring necessary. 

BURNING 

Burning does not achieve complete mortality. It can, however, greatly reduce stand 

density and weaken plants. In some areas, burning may harm native trees and 

shrubs. It may also create favourable conditions for Scotch broom’s prolific seed 

bank to germinate by eliminating competition and increasing light conditions. If 

burning is being undertaken, it should occur every two to four years in order to kill 

regrowth.  Native plant species should be planted where the treatment occurs. 

What are invasive  
species? 
 

Invasive species are spe-

cies that are introduced to 

an area outside of their na-

tive range. They can be 

introduced intentionally or 

unintentionally.  

 

Why are invasive 

species a problem? 
 

Once they establish, inva-

sive plants can reproduce 

quickly because they have 

no natural predators or 

pathogens to keep them in 

check, and they often be-

come the dominant species 

in an ecosystem. This can 

have devastating effects on 

the environment. Invasive 

species can displace native 

plants by monopolizing 

space, light, water and oth-

er resources needed for 

growth. They can com-

pletely alter native plant 

communities and drastical-

ly lower biodiversity. Inva-

sive species can also ad-

versely affect the economy 

and human health, and in-

terfere with recreational 

activities. 

Scotch broom seed 
pods turn black/brown 
when mature 



 

CUTTING & COVERING 

Cutting of Scotch broom produces mixed results and is most successful when 

combined with covering techniques. Cutting should occur before plants go to seed 

and preferably during the summer when precipitation is low.  

Plants should be cut down to ground level. The remaining stump should then be 

covered in two layers of thick black plastic. Some regrowth may occur, but the 

opaque plastic blocks light and inhibits growth so the plant should eventually die.  

100% mortality should be reached within two years.  

CHEMICAL CONTROL 

The Prince Edward Island Invasive Species Council does not recommend chemical 

control as a management technique. If chemical control is used, product labels 

should be strictly followed and considerations for possible environmental damage 

should be taken into account. Use of herbicides is prohibited near wetland 

environments in PEI. 

GARDEN ALTERNATIVES 

Please refer to the Invasive Alien Species of PEI: Scotch Broom fact sheet for 

more information on the garden alternatives shown below. 
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How can you help? 
 

Here are a few things you 

can do to help stop the in-

troduction and spread of al-

ien invasive species: 

 

 Learn more about inva-

sive species in PEI, in-

cluding how to identify 

species of concern 

 

 Choose native species 

whenever possible 

 

 Carefully inspect and 

clean clothing, gear, ani-

mals, and vehicles before 

visiting a new natural area 

 

 Never dump garden or 

pond waste in a natural 

area 

 

 When disposing of inva-

sive species, they should 

be placed in a clear or 

dark plastic bag and taken 

to Island Waste Manage-

ment for incineration 

 

 Report a siting 

 

How to report: 

If you think you have seen 

this invasive species on 

PEI, please report your 

sighting to the PEI Invasive 

Species Council at: 

www.peiinvasives.com 

or email 

peiinvasives@gmail.com 

Serviceberry 

(Amelanchier spp.) 
Common Elderberry 

(Sambucus canadensis) 

Witch Hazel 

(Hamamelis virginiana) 

PREVENTION 
 

The most effective and cost efficient way to avoid infestations of invasive species 

is to learn about potential invaders and be on the look out for them before they get 

a chance to establish. To learn more about how you can get involved in preventing 

invasives in PEI, contact the PEI Invasive Species Spotter’s Network at:  

peiinvasives@gmail.com. 

DISPOSAL 

Plants removed from a site should be transported in plastic bags to a waste man-

agement facility for incineration. Native species should be planted where removal 

occurred to discourage further infestations of Scotch broom.  Repeated monitoring 

of habitat where Scotch broom was removed is essential to ensure that new sprouts 

and shoots are identified and removed.  


